Wheezing in early childhood is common but highly heterogeneous. Distinguishing early wheeze phenotypes to predict long-term asthma persistence is of major clinical relevance. The comprehensive analysis of longitudinal datasets, including novel 'unbiased' statistical approaches to detect clusters from objective data, may allow better comparisons in different population settings. The recognition of such distinct outcome groups is valuable for parents' informed counselling and a prerequisite for phenotype-specific tailored interventional measures to reduce asthma burden from paediatric age until adulthood.
